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On March 28, 2006, Islamic Jihad fired a 122mm Katyusha rocket (2.8 meters long, weighed 66 kilograms and carries a 17-kilogram warhead), a much longer-range projectile than the Qassam, from the Gaza Strip into Israel. [heavier warhead than Qassam]





------------------------------------------





On September 12, 2005, a Qassam rocket hit an Israeli town, following the Gaza Pullout. 





On September 23, 2005, at least 3 Qassam rockets were shot from the Gaza Strip, hitting the Israeli town of Sderot. [10]





On September 24, 2005, five Israelis were injured when Palestinian terrorists launched about 30 rockets on Israeli communities from the Gaza Strip. This attack followed an incident the previous day, in which 20 Palestinians, including 16 civilians, were killed when a vehicle carrying Qassam rockets exploded during a Hamas rally in Jabalya. The exact circumstances surrounding the incident are still unknown. To date, no evidence has been found to substantiate Hamas’ claim that Israeli interference was responsible for the accident.[11]





In mid-December 2005, a Qassam rocket hit near the moshav of Ram-on, part of the Ta'anachim group of agricultural villages outside the northern town of Afula.





On December 26, 2005, a Qassam rocket landed at a very small distance from a kindergarten during a Chanukah party at kibbutz Sa'ad.[12]





February 3, 2006, a Qassam rocket struck a family's house in the western Negev village of Kibbutz Karmiya, moderately injuring four people, icluding a 7-month-old baby. [13]





On March 28, 2006, in a direct hit, a Qassam rocket killed two Israeli-Arab shepherds in Kibbutz Nachal Oz. This incident was at first falsly reported as being a loose IDF shell that exploded. Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility.[14]





On March 29, 2006, the Israeli Navy heavily shells Qassam launching sites in Northern Gaza.[15]





On March 30, 2006, Two Qassam rockets landed kibbutz Karmiya, south of Ashkelon. One of them hitting a soccer field, lightly injuring one person and damaging a parked car. Only hours before the attack, children ended a soccer game at the field.





================================================
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#3 hurt in rocket barrage on South





Palestinians fire rockets from Gaza Strip into western Negev, moderately injuring one and lighly wounding two others; IAF launches air strike on Hamas structures in response


Tova Dadon





About 30 Qassam rockets were fired early Saturday from the Gaza Strip into Israeli territory.





 


One rocket landed in the Shaar Hanegev area, moderately injuring one person and lightly wounding two others.





 





They were evacuated to Ashkelon's Barzilai Hospital for medical assistance.





 


Earlier Attack


Rockets fired at western Negev / Shmulik Hadad


For the first time since the IDF’s recent withdrawal from Gaza terrorists fire rockets toward western Negev desert area; Islamic Jihad says attack response to killing of two members during Friday’s IDF operation in Tul Karm; IDF demands that PA contain rocket fire


Full story





About 26 rockets were fired at Sderot, two over Nahal Oz, one over Kibbutz Raim and another at the Kissufim crossing, where damage was caused to property.





 


Four Sderot residents were treated for shock and damage was caused to a number of structures in the southern town.





 





At present, police have been able to locate nine of the rockets and are currently searching the area for the rest.





 





First air strike since pullout





 





The air force launched an air strike in response, firing missiles at Hamas structures in the Gaza Strip.





 





According to the IDF, the structures served as factories and warehouses for weaponry production. No injuries were reported in the attack.





 





This retaliation marks the first time Israel has carried out an air strike, since withdrawing from the area as part of the disengagement plan.





 





"The IDF will continue its firm action to protect Israel's residents," an army statement said. "The IDF believes the Palestinian Authority's security establishment is responsible to stopping and preventing terror activity aimed at Israel, from the Gaza Strip."





 





Increased police presence in Sderot





 





Meanwhile, Spokesman for Sderot City Hall Yossi Cohen said "the continuous Qassam shelling" began close to midnight.





 





"There has never been an attack like this before in such a short time. There were incidences like this over a day or two, but never for a continuous three hours."





 





Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz is set to hold a meeting Saturday with senior defense establishment officials at his Tel Aviv office, in order to evaluate the situation.





 





Following the attack, Mofaz ordered the IDF during the night to carry out a series of immediate steps.





 





Furthermore, the Southern District police convened a meeting during the night, where it was decided to increase police presence in Sderot and the surrounding area.





 





19 Palestinians killed during Hamas rally





 





At least 19 Palestinians were killed and some 80 more were injured Friday from an explosion that occurred during a Hamas rally at the Jabalya refugee camp in north Gaza.





 





Hamas Representative in Lebanon Osama Hamdan said that according to information gathered by the organization the explosion in Gaza resulted from IDF helicopter fire that was aimed at Ahmed Randur, commander of the Izz el-Din al-Qassam Brigades in north Gaza.





 





However, the Palestinian Interior and National Security Ministry said that according to eyewitness accounts the blast occurred inside a vehicle carrying Qassam rockets and was not the result of IDF fire.





 





The army denied any involvement in the incident.





 





- Efrat Weiss, Ali Waked and Roee Nahmias contributed to the re





============================================
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#Rocket lands near kindergarten





Chanukah miracle? Qassam rocket fired at Israeli kibbutz Monday afternoon lands near preschool during party; no injuries reported, but local residents upset at government inaction


Shmulik Hadad





Chanukah miracle? A Chanukah party attended by kindergarten children and their parents in kibbutz Sa'ad was disrupted Monday after the activation of the "Red Dawn" alert system was followed by an exploding Qassam rocket nearby.





 


No injuries were reported in the latest rocket attack. Another Qassam landed Monday afternoon south of Ashkelon.





 


New Threat?


Fatah: We have better missiles / Ali Waked


Disturbing announcement: Senior al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades figure says group possesses longer range missile that could hit southern Israel communities previously immune to rocket threat


Full Story


"This was a big miracle, because the Qassam rocket landed at a very small distance from the kindergarten during the Chanukah party," community director Sarah Evron said. "We must recall that kindergartens and all other educational facilities at Sa'ad are not fortified. Obviously, after (the attack) the party ended."





 





This was not the first time a Qassam rocket lands at the southern kibbutz, but up to now residents asked that the community's name not be published by the media. However, the residents are apparently sick and tired of the long wait for fortification, anger that only intensified Monday after fortification work began at a nearby IDF base.





 





"We've been waiting long months for a solution in terms of fortification. It feels as though soldiers who are not protected immediately prompt fortification work, but we must remember we have children growing up here on the border," Evron said. "In our view, we must first protect children and only then soldiers."





 





Improved rockets





 





The rocket fire presents the security establishment with an old-new dilemma, that is, whether to put into action the plan to create a "security strip" in the northern Gaza Strip in order to curb rocket fire.





 





Relative quiet prevailed in the area in recent days, and the harsh weather conditions also contributed to the calm state of affairs, with the IDF refraining from taking any action. However, the renewed rocket attacks Monday coupled with improved weather conditions could lead the army to offer a response and adopt new measures.





 





Earlier, Israeli decision-makers were presented with an additional threat in the form of a message by the al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades, which claimed that they possessed "Grad" type rockets with an improved range.





 





A senior al-Aqsa Brigades member, abu-Fadi, said that "if Israel sets up a security zone in the northern Gaza Strip our group will not sit idly by. We will use these weapons."





 





He added: "It cause us to strike all of these settlements and Israeli communities in the area. We have in our hands a list of targets, and we can strike the enemy. Then the occupation government will be the big loser of its actions, and our determination to free all of our land from Zionist occupation will only be strengthened."





======================================================





http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3210491,00.html
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qassam01.jpg: Home hit by rocket Friday (Photo: Amir Cohen)





[A baby was seriously injured when a Palestinian Qassam rocket struck this house in southern Israel.]





#Baby hurt in rocket attack





Qassam strike: Four people, including baby, hurt after Qassam hits their mobile home in kibbutz Karmiya south of Ashkelon. Infant injured after sustaining head wounds; home belongs to Gaza evacuees


Hanan Greenberg





Baby hurt in rocket strike: Four people were injured Friday after a Qassm rocket fired from the Gaza Strip hit their house. Osher Amar, a one-year-old baby, sustained light wounds, while his father Yuval and his uncle Yitzhak suffered light to moderate injuries.





 





Initial reports said the infant sustained serious wounds, but hospital officials said he was hurt by the falling ceiling and apparently did not suffer any cuts or shrapnel wounds. The baby's mother suffered from anxiety and was taken to hospital as well.





 


Rocket Attacks


Mofaz: Hamas involved in Qassam fire / Hanan Greenberg


Intelligence information indicates Hamas, along with Islamic Jihad, behind two separate Qassam launchings toward Israel that took place last week. Defense minister: No one is immune, and we will use all means at our disposal to harm those carrying out terror attacks against Israel


Full Story





A short while later, two more Qassam rockets landed in the area. One Qassam damaged a structure in Ashkelon's southern industrial zone.





 





Responding to the attack, Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz said Israel will not tolerate this incident, and vowed the country will respond.





 





Meanwhile, IDF sources said the army will offer a "harsh, extended response" to the strike. IDF forces directed artillery fire at northern Gaza Strip areas used as Qassam rocket launching sites.





 





The wounded infant was evacuated to the Soroka Medical Center in Be'er Sheva in serious condition and immediately rushed into the trauma unit. Doctors sedated the infant, who also underwent a CT scan.





 





The father and his brother-in-law were taken by ambulance to Barzilai Hospital in Ashkelon.





 


The Qassam hit the carra-villa (luxury mobile home) in which the three were staying in kibbutz Karmiya at the time of the attack.





 





The 30-year-old father and 28-year-old mother are Gush Katif evacuees who in recent months lived in a mobile home neighborhood at the kibbutz along with other former Gaza residents. Following news of the attack, many concerned family members rushed to Soroka hospital.





 





Mofaz: Hamas fired rockets last wee





 





A Magen David Adom ambulance service paramedic dispatched to the scene discovered the baby hurt in the attack is his grandson.





 





"The Qassam fell right in the middle of the cara-villa," said the paramedic, Yossi Cohen. "It made the parents and baby fly. When we arrived they were lying on the floor."





 





Another paramedic, Koby Zeltzer, treated the baby and said: "The child was hurt in the forehead and nape. Such injury can lead to internal bleeding and cranial pressure. We'll be able to know the baby's condition with certainty only following a CT scan."





 








Home hit by rocket Friday (Photo: Amir Cohen)





 





In the last two weeks, the IDF refrained from responding to Qassam fire from Gaza and also avoided resorting to artillery fire at rocket launching sites. However, Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz said Thursday Hamas was involved in at least two Qassam rocket attacks in the past week along with Fatah and Islamic Jihad.





 





Mofaz stressed nobody will be immune to an IDF response regardless of one's organizational affiliation.





 





Tova Dadon, Anat Barshkovsky, and Ronny Sofer contributed to the story








=======================================================
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#Two Killed by Kassam Rocket Explosion


Tuesday, March 28, 2006 / 28 Adar 5766





A man and a boy are reported dead after a Kassam rocket exploded shortly before noon near Kibbutz Nachal Oz in the western Negev.





The two, apparently Bedouin shepherds, were killed in the Kassam attack, originating in Hamas Authority-controlled Gaza.





Contrary to reports that the explosion was caused by a rocket that was fired some time in the past, it now appears that the two were killed by a direct hit. A girl who was treated for shock at the site said that she heard a "whistling sound and an explosion."





Large army forces arrived on the scene, and are checking the precise circumstances of the attack. Reporters at the scene were told to keep their distance, as more attacks are expected.





Earlier today, three Kassam rockets were fired towards the same general area, just east of northern Gaza. No one was hurt and no damage was caused.





The total number of Kassam rocket fatalities is now eight - five in Sderot, one in Netiv HaAsarah, and two today.





IDF forces operating in the Shomron, and especially in the Jenin area, are seeking to thwart planned Islamic Jihad terrorist attacks. One terrorist was killed in a battle today, and nine have been arrested since last night. Close to 80 terrorist attack warnings have been received by Israel's intelligence forces. 





============================================
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#Navy joins war on Qassams





For first time Wednesday, IDF vessels shell rocket launching sites in Gaza Strip


Hanan Greenberg





The navy has joined the IDF's war on rocket attacks from Gaza Wednesday, when for the first time vessels shelled Qassam rocket launching sites in the Strip.





 


In recent months the IDF has been directing artillery shells at areas in Gaza used by rocket launching cells, mostly in the northern part of the Strip, in a bid to deter terror cells from operating there.





 


In the course of these bombardments, which in some cases lasted hours at a time, dozens of shells were launched. The IDF has ensured the fire is very accurate and never aimed at populated areas, in order to refrain from hurting innocent Palestinian civilians.





 


Army sources noted that while the artillery attack sin Gaza do to some extent help deter and push bck terrorists, they represent only a part of the operations undertaken to counter the rocket threat.





 


In an effort to target additional regions in the Strip, army officials decided the navy should also join the fight against Qassams. Consequently, on Wednesday afternoon Dvora and Shaldag-type ships, which take part in routine security operations along the Strip's coast, fired shells at Qassam launching sites in the northern Strip, to complement ground operations.





 


5 Qassams fired at Israel





 





Earlier Wednesday, five Qassam rockets were fired at Israel. The Red Dawn alert system identified at least four rockets that fell in open areas in the western Negev.





 


Earlier a Qassam had fallen in Palestinian territory. No one was injured and no damages were reported





 


On Tuesday morning a Katyusha rocket was fired at Ashkelon from the northern Gaza Strip. The rocket landed south of the city, causing no injuries or damage. The incident marked the first time Palestinians fire Katyushas from the Gaza Strip. The al-Quds Brigades, the military wing of the Islamic Jihad, claimed responsibility for the attack.





 


The group said the rocket was a Russian-made Grad and added it “waited until the enemy’s confirmation before claiming responsibility.”





===========================================
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Terror rockets fly from Gaza


Qassam hits Negev city of Sderot while Israel preps final withdrawal


Posted: August 25, 2005


2:15 p.m. Eastern





By Aaron Klein


© 2005 WorldNetDaily.com





Driving home fears Palestinian terror groups will use land gained by Israel's Gaza evacuation to launch rockets deeper inside the Jewish state, two Qassams today were fired at western Negev towns as Israeli troops prepared the Gaza Strip for handover in the next few weeks.





One rocket hit the populated Negev town of Sderot, about 10 miles outside Gaza's Gush Katif slate of former Jewish communities. Another landed in an open field just outside Sderot. The Popular Resistance Committees terror group in Gaza - made up of Fatah, Hamas and Islamic Jihad militants - claimed responsibility for the attack.





The Israeli Defense Forces so far has not responded to the attack, prompting Sderot's mayor to file a complaint with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's office. Mayor Eli Moyal said Sharon previously warned rockets fired into the western Negev after Israel's Gaza evacuation would be met with a stern response.





Knesset Member Eli Yishai today told Israel National News the rockets fired at Sderot were just an “appetizer” for what is yet to come.





“Even before we have turned off the engines of uprooting and expulsion, our fears have proven true. The dream of an end to the season of Qassams has been shattered,” Yishai said.





Yishai called on Sharon to delay the Gaza handover to the Palestinian Authority until PA Chairman Mahmoud Abbas commits publicly to stopping the firing of rockets on Israeli towns.





Israel today continued preparations for its military withdrawal from the area, bulldozing houses of former Jewish Gaza residents and announcing it will evacuate a Jewish graveyard starting Sunday. The army has stated it will likely depart from the Gaza Strip in the coming weeks.





Today's rocket attack coincides with a recent Hamas announcement the terror group will begin the next phase of its war to destroy the Jewish state by launching Qassam rockets further inside Israel instead of focusing on suicide bombings.





As WND reported, Hamas last month announced on its website: "Afula, Hadera, Beit She'an, Netanya, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and other cities will all fall within the range of the Qassam rocket. ... The implication is that this rocket, which was previously looked upon with disdain by many, will serve as the weapon of choice in the coming period of time, as the acts of suicide martyrdom served as the weapon of choice during all the previous years."





The site continued: "From a technical standpoint, the Zionist army presently does not have any means to intercept an airborne Qassam rocket. The only possibility, therefore, of stopping the fire, if possible, is to strike the operating cells or the rockets themselves, a moment before they are launched.





"A pre-emptive strike against the attacking cell is a complicated and almost impossible affair. According to the assessments of the Zionist army, the members of the resistance bring the missiles in vans and unload them under the cover of agricultural activity. This makes them more difficult to expose. Furthermore, the time frame available to the Zionist forces is a quarter of an hour at the most. It takes that long for the resistance members to aim the rockets and activate them at a distance using an electronic timer. To foil the action, the army needs to keep combat helicopters in the air for 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It is, therefore, highly bothersome."





The Hamas site went on to explain that to fire on Jerusalem and other Israeli cities, the terror group doesn't need to improve the range of the current Qassam rocket it uses.





"Jerusalem and other cities will all fall within the range of the Qassam 1 rocket, and there will not even be need for the Qassam 2 rocket."





Israeli retaliatory raids will not establish deterrence against missile launchings, Hamas stated.





"The only solution, as far as the Zionist establishment is concerned, is severe retaliation for every Qassam rocket launched, in order to teach the Palestinians a lesson and make them think a thousand times before launching any kind of rocket. [But] have all the previous mass murders and the acts of hostility carried out as collective punishment quenched the fire of resistance, or, rather, have they served as a catalyst for the increasing sophistication of the creative methods of the resistance [factions]?"





Israeli security sources say Hamas has been using time gained from a cease-fire agreement signed in February by Abbas and Sharon to stockpile weapons and extend its Qassam manufacturing capabilities to Judea and Samaria.





In March, the Israeli Defense Forces destroyed a large Qassam laboratory in the Samarian village of Al-Yamoun. Earlier, the army arrested 11 members of a Hamas cell in Samaria who admitted during interrogation to producing Qassam rockets and constructing a laboratory for the manufacturing of heavy explosives.





Qassams are relatively unsophisticated steel rockets, about four feet in length, filled with explosives and fuel. The rockets lack a guidance system and are launched in nearby towns by terrorists who reportedly use the rocket's trajectory and known travel distance to aim at a particular Jewish community.





About 20 percent of Qassams do not explode upon impact.





&lt;A HREF="http://a.tribalfusion.com/h.click/PLBQPGTJPLMKKPQTTWNFUQNLCOQLHYVKMPIBLLFJLIFPCDDGWNRDNNSTFWNLEPMOJLBGMEMPSNFIEI/http://www.lowermybills.com/lre/index.jsp?sourceid=lmb-4420-11834-99741236814213" TARGET="_blank"&gt;&lt;IMG SRC=http://cdn5.tribalfusion.com/media/480406/lmb_lre_mapbrightcarBord15sec_484_0206_300x250.gif WIDTH=300 HEIGHT=250 BORDER=0&gt;&lt;/A&gt;





"As far as rockets go, they may be low-tech, but if they land in a population center, they're incredibly deadly," Ami Shaked, chief security coordinator for Gaza's Jewish communities, told WND.





Of particular concern for the Israeli Defense Forces is the development of longer-range Qassam missiles that could strike Jerusalem if launched from certain West Bank areas.





In August 2003, a Qassam traveled 5 miles from the Gaza Strip into Israel and landed near Ashkelon, the farthest a Qassam rocket has penetrated.





Hamas also recently started manufacturing a new rocket, the Nasser 3, capable of reaching farther than even the updated Qassam, security sources said. 





==========================================
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  Islamic Jihad claims having many Russian-made ockets


 





GAZA CITY:  The militant Islamic Jihad group said yesterday it has "many" Russian-made Katyusha rockets with a range of up to 30 kilometres that it can launch at Israel from the Gaza Strip.  The group issued a statement after it fired, for the first time, such a rocket from Gaza toward Israel on Tuesday. In the recent years, Palestinian militants have fired hundreds of homemade Qassam rockets with a range of about 10 kilometres and small explosive warheads.  The Qassams have fallen short of the Israeli coastal city of Ashkelon, the largest near Gaza. However, the Katyushas could easily reach Ashkelon, and Israeli security officials said they were worried about the escalation.  Islamic Jihad said the Grad version of the Katyusha is 2.8 meters long, weighs 66 and has a calibre of 122 mm, according to Islamic Jihad. It carries a 17 kilogramme (37 pounds) warhead and has a range of between 18 (11 miles) and 30 kilometres. 


Abu Abdullah, a spokesman for the militant group, said the rockets were made in Russia and smuggled into Gaza from Egypt. Taking its inspiration from the Lebanese guerrilla group Hezbollah, which attacked northern Israel with Katyusha rockets to force Israel to evacuate southern Lebanon, Islamic Jihad planned to use the rockets to try to force Israel to evacuate land adjacent to Gaza, he said.  "These rockets, God willing, will be the reason for liberating the villages adjacent to the Gaza Strip," he said. He said any Israeli attacks on Islamic Jihad would be met with a "quick response." Israel has repeatedly conducted raids in recent months against Islamic Jihad, which has been responsible for all seven suicide bombings against Israel since an informal cease-fire took hold last year.  Abdullah said Islamic Jihad militants were studying the rockets in their possession to try to develop similar ones of their own.---AP
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