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Thursday, September 29 2005


Confirmed: Hamas to blame for deadly blast





Via BBC: The PA released a forensic report proving that Friday's deadly blast at the Jabalya camp in Gaza was caused by Hamas' mishandling of weapons -- not Israel.





Hamas used this explosion as a pretext to fire 40 missiles upon the Israeli town of Sderot, and the media lent some justification to that pretext.





Posted at 12:33 PM
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http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3146286,00.html





# Gaza: Blast during Hamas rally kills 19





At least 19 Palestinians killed, dozens more hurt when a car explodes during a Hamas rally at Jabalya refugee camp in north Gaza; Hamas Representative in Lebanon Osama Hamdan says that according to information gathered by the organization, the explosion resulted from IDF helicopter fire that was aimed at Ismail Randur, commander of the Izz el-Din al-Qassam Brigades in north Gaza


Ali Waked





At least 19 Palestinians were killed and some 80 more were injured Friday from an explosion that occurred during a Hamas rally at the Jabalya refugee camp in north Gaza.





 





While the Palestinian Interior Ministry has reported that 19 people died in the blast, hospitals said that at least 10 people were killed. Some of those killed were Hamas members, and the rest were citizens, among them two children, who took part in the rally.





 








Blast during Hamas rally (Photo: AP) 





 





The Palestinian Interior ad National Security Ministry said that according to eyewitness accounts the blast occurred inside a vehicle carrying Qassam rockets and was not the result of IDF fire.





 





A videotape of the rally showed a jeep blowing up, followed by images of people running for safety. Hundreds of Palestinians crowded outside local hospitals, chanted anti-Israel slogans and called on the al-Qassam Martyrs Brigades to avenge the blood of those who were killed in the explosion.





New Approach?


Hamas: We'll rethink call to destroy Israel / Reuters


Hamas could one day amend a charter calling for the destruction of Israel and hold negotiations with the Jewish state, a political leader of the Islamic militant group in the West Bank said


Full Story





 





Witnesses said the first explosion triggered several other blasts in nearby vehicles that were also carrying rockets and ammunition.





 


Earlier Hamas Representative in Lebanon Osama Hamdan said that according to information gathered by the organization the explosion in Gaza resulted from IDF helicopter fire that was aimed at Ahmed Randur, commander of the Izz el-Din al-Qassam Brigades in north Gaza.





 





In an interview with Al-Jazeera, Hamdan added that Randur has been injured but his condition is not known.





 





The IDF has denied any involvement in the incident.





 





Fatah responds to Hamas show of force





 





A short time before the rally began Palestinian sources said an IDF Apache helicopter was hovering over Gaza, apparently due to the firing of rockets toward Israel by Islamic Jihad terrorists.





 





During a press conference held by Hamas in Gaza, members presented an electronic chip they claimed was part of a missile fired by the IDF and was found in the body of one of the Palestinians killed in the blast.





 





Hamas spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri said in an interview with Al-Jazeera that he personally saw four missiles fires from an Apache helicopter in the rally’s direction.





 





A short while later IDF Spokesperson’s Office official Eitan Sarusi went on the air and said the IDF had nothing to do with the incident, adding that whatever exploded during the rally may have been smuggled into Gaza this week.





 





Abu Zuhri refused to respond to Sarusi’s remarks, saying, “We will not permit a representative of the Zionist enemy to talk on the air. He said he was surprised that Al-Jazeera is permitting “such a criminal” to speak.





 





During the broadcast a Palestinian minister supported Hamas’ position and also refused to address Sarusi’s statement, saying Sarusi was trying to bring about civil war between the Palestinians.”





The Palestinian factions have heeded Palestinian Authority Chairman Mahmoud Abbas’ call and announced they would refrain from organizing military processions as of this Sunday.





 





About two weeks ago five Palestinians were killed during an explosion in a Hamas weapons cache, and calls to ban the carrying of arms on streets and in population centers are rising.





 





It is not e clear how Friday’s incident will affect the military rally of Fatah’s armed groups, scheduled for Saturday. The armed groups, including the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, initiated the rally amid Hamas and Islamic Jihad’s recent shows of force and as a celebration of the IDF’s recent withdrawal from Gaza. 
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#3 hurt in rocket barrage on South





Palestinians fire rockets from Gaza Strip into western Negev, moderately injuring one and lighly wounding two others; IAF launches air strike on Hamas structures in response


Tova Dadon





About 30 Qassam rockets were fired early Saturday from the Gaza Strip into Israeli territory.





One rocket landed in the Shaar Hanegev area, moderately injuring one person and lightly wounding two others.





They were evacuated to Ashkelon's Barzilai Hospital for medical assistance.





Earlier Attack


Rockets fired at western Negev / Shmulik Hadad





For the first time since the IDF’s recent withdrawal from Gaza terrorists fire rockets toward western Negev desert area; Islamic Jihad says attack response to killing of two members during Friday’s IDF operation in Tul Karm; IDF demands that PA contain rocket fire


Full story





About 26 rockets were fired at Sderot, two over Nahal Oz, one over Kibbutz Raim and another at the Kissufim crossing, where damage was caused to property.





 


Four Sderot residents were treated for shock and damage was caused to a number of structures in the southern town.





 





At present, police have been able to locate nine of the rockets and are currently searching the area for the rest.





 





First air strike since pullout





 





The air force launched an air strike in response, firing missiles at Hamas structures in the Gaza Strip.





 





According to the IDF, the structures served as factories and warehouses for weaponry production. No injuries were reported in the attack.





 





This retaliation marks the first time Israel has carried out an air strike, since withdrawing from the area as part of the disengagement plan.





 





"The IDF will continue its firm action to protect Israel's residents," an army statement said. "The IDF believes the Palestinian Authority's security establishment is responsible to stopping and preventing terror activity aimed at Israel, from the Gaza Strip."





 





Increased police presence in Sderot





 





Meanwhile, Spokesman for Sderot City Hall Yossi Cohen said "the continuous Qassam shelling" began close to midnight.





 





"There has never been an attack like this before in such a short time. There were incidences like this over a day or two, but never for a continuous three hours."





 





Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz is set to hold a meeting Saturday with senior defense establishment officials at his Tel Aviv office, in order to evaluate the situation.





 





Following the attack, Mofaz ordered the IDF during the night to carry out a series of immediate steps.





 





Furthermore, the Southern District police convened a meeting during the night, where it was decided to increase police presence in Sderot and the surrounding area.





 





19 Palestinians killed during Hamas rally





 





At least 19 Palestinians were killed and some 80 more were injured Friday from an explosion that occurred during a Hamas rally at the Jabalya refugee camp in north Gaza.





 





Hamas Representative in Lebanon Osama Hamdan said that according to information gathered by the organization the explosion in Gaza resulted from IDF helicopter fire that was aimed at Ahmed Randur, commander of the Izz el-Din al-Qassam Brigades in north Gaza.





 





However, the Palestinian Interior and National Security Ministry said that according to eyewitness accounts the blast occurred inside a vehicle carrying Qassam rockets and was not the result of IDF fire.





 





The army denied any involvement in the incident.





 





- Efrat Weiss, Ali Waked and Roee Nahmias contributed to the report
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Sep. 24, 2005


Analysis: Jabalya blast raises PA-Hamas tension


By KHALED ABU TOAMEH





Ironically, Friday’s deadly explosion in the Jabalya refugee camp came only hours after Hamas announced that it would halt its military-style rallies in the Gaza Strip as of Saturday. Under pressure from the Palestinian public, Hamas and other armed groups last week agreed to stop displaying their weapons in public as part of celebrations over the Israeli withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. The rally in Jabalya was supposed to be the last event of its kind organized by Hamas before the Saturday deadline.





With plans to run in next January’s crucial parliamentary elections, Hamas couldn’t afford to be seen as defying the will of the majority of Palestinians that is demanding an end to the security fawda [chaos]. Hamas had no problem accepting Abbas’s proposal, mainly because it did not require the Islamic movement to surrender its weapons to the PA or dismantle its armed wing.





The tumultuous relationship between the PA and Hamas seemed to be improving following the agreement to remove the weapons from the streets and public squares, with both sides stressing the need to work together to rebuild the Gaza Strip. But the explosion in Jabalya has put the two sides once again on the course of collision, particularly after some Hamas leaders hinted on Saturday at a possible "collusion‘ between the PA and Israel. Hamas was especially enraged by the PA’s swift response to the explosion and unequivocally holding Hamas responsible for the carnage. In an attempt to ease tensions, some PA officials have started lashing out at Israel for ’escalating" the situation.





Most political analysts in the Gaza Strip are convinced that the latest cycle of violence does not necessarily signify the death of the tahdiyah [calm] that was announced by the Palestinian factions in Cairo earlier this year. They believe that Hamas had no other choice but to fire rockets at Israel after it had accused Israel of standing behind the Jabalya explosion. Failing to target Israel would have invited more pressure on Hamas from the Palestinian public to remove its gunmen from the streets. Moreover, it would have been seen as an admission on the part of Hamas that the explosion was the result of a "technical failure‘ or ’human error" during a military rally that was held in the middle of a residential area, jeopardizing the lives of women and children.





As for Abbas, his policy of co-opting, rather than coercing, Hamas and other armed groups, remains unchanged. Last week he reassured the armed groups that he would not order the Palestinian security forces to confiscate their weapons. But many Palestinians believe that in any case Abbas has neither the will nor the capability to launch such a crackdown.





On Saturday, Abbas, with the help of the Egyptians, was once again engaged in a diplomatic drive aimed at persuading Hamas to halt its rocket attacks on Israel. Sources close to the Palestinian leader said they got the impression, following a series of phone conversations with Hamas leaders, that Hamas was not interested in an all-out confrontation with Israel at this stage because the movement is very keen on participating in the parliamentary vote. As such, the sources added, "The ball is now in Israel’s court. If Israel chooses to exercise restraint, we could see this crisis behind us within a few hours or days. But if Israel opts an incursion, the whole picture could change."
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September 27, 2005


#PA: Shrapnel in Jabalya blast from Hamas rockets





Associated Press


Jerusalem Post - Sept. 27, 2005





Shrapnel found in the bodies of people killed in a blast at a Hamas rally last week came from the group's own homemade rockets, according to a forensic report published Tuesday by the Palestinian Authority.





The report by the Interior Ministry's explosive unit said the shrapnel resembled that used in the noses of Hamas' Kassam rockets.





The blast at the rally in the crowded Jabalya refugee camp Friday killed 21 people, including a 7-year-old boy who died of his wounds Tuesday.





Hamas said Israeli aircraft had fired missiles into the crowd, which Israel denied. The Palestinian Authority said the blast was caused when Hamas members mishandled explosives during the celebration of Israel's withdrawal from Gaza. The blast was centered on a pickup truck carrying masked Islamic activists and homemade rockets.





Following the explosion, Hamas operatives fired nearly 40 rockets into southern Israel, injuring six people and touching off an Israeli wide-ranging Israeli offensive, marked by airstrikes and massive arrest raids.
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jabalya1.jpg: Blast during Hamas rally (Photo: AP) 








